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" We soldiers certainly owe the King a great debt
of gratitude for the important share he has taken
in bringing about this salutary change."

Haig's connection with King Edward had a
more intimate bearing on his life. During a brief
leave in England in 1905, he was invited to
Windsor for the Ascot Races, and there he met,
on the first day of the races, the Hon. Dorothy
Maud Vivian, who was one of Queen Alexandra's
Maids of Honour. By the end of the week they
were engaged, and within a month the wedding
was celebrated in the private chapel at Bucking-
ham Palace - the first time that the chapel had
been used for any ceremony not immediately
connected with a member of the Royal Family.
It is recorded that Haig, when someone risked a
comment on the rapidity of the courtship, replied,
" Why not! I have often made up my mind on
more important problems than that of my own
marriage in far less time."

He returned to his post in India for one more
year of strenuous work, but it was with an outlook
changed by more than his wedding. He had
heard at home of the steady increase of Conti-
nental armaments. He was, at this period, him-
self no student of Continental politics, but at
home, both in the War Office and elsewhere, he
heard the forebodings of others. The possibility
of war, however remote, could not be wholly dis-
regarded, and Haig was now impatient to be back
in Britain, both to take his share in the preparation
of the Army for wax, and, if war should occur, to